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TAGS: CASC, HO (GROSS, STEVEN) 

SUBJECT: WAV FATHER STEVEN GROSS 

REF: WACKERBARTH/HANCOCK TELCON 8/15; TEGUCIGALPA 3096 

1. CONSOFF SPOKE TO FATHER STEVEN GROSS FIRDAY AFTERNOON. HE IS 
NOT RPT NOT "UNDER HOUSE ARREST". HE IS FREE IN TEGUCIGALPA BUT 
NOT YET ALLOWED RETURN TO HIS WORK IN PROGRESO. 

2. ACCORDING TO GROSS, WHEN HE WAS RELEASED BY IMMIGRATION AUTHORITIES 

AFTER HIS ARREST JUNE 26 HE WAS TOLD BY CHIEF OF IMMIGRATION, MAJOR 
FLORS, THAT HE COULD REMAIN IN HONDURAS BUT IF HE RETURNED TO 
PROGRESO HE WOULD BE DEPORTED. 

3. AS REPORTED REFTEL, CHURCH AUTHORITIES DECIDED GROSS SHOULD 
EVENTUALLY RETURN TO HIDAWORK IN PROGRESO. BUT FIRST HE MUST OBTAIN 
SPECIFIC PERMISSION OF GOVERNMENT (SALVO CONDUCTO) TO DO SO. 

ACCORDING TO GROSS GOVERNMENT UNWILLING ALLOW HIS RETURN BECAUSE 
OF COMPLAINTS FROM OPPONENTS IN PROGRESO THAT HE HAS BEEN INVOLVED 
IN SUBVERSION OF CAMPESINOS AND INVOLVEMENT IN POLITICS. GROSS 
DENIES SUCH ACTIVITIES AND CLAIMS CHARGES ARE ATTEMPT BY LOCAL 
CATTLEMEN TO PREVENT HIS RETURN. HE IS IN CONTINUING DIALOGUE 

WITH HONDURAN AUTHORITIES TO PERMIT HIS RETURN TO PROGRESO. 
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4. CONSOFF AGAIN ASKED GROSS ABOUT CIRCUMSTANCES OF HIS ARREST. 

HE AGAIN DENIED HE HAD BEEN MISTREATED. DENIAL OF MISTREATMENT 
HAS TWICE BEEN MADE BY HIM TO CONSOFF AND ONCE TO AMBASSADOR, 

BUT RUMORS CONTINUE TO CIRCULATE TO THAT EFFECT, ESPECIALLY FROM 
BISHOP D’ANTONIO. 

5. BEEN TOLD OF SENATOR HUMPHREY'S INQUIRY, GROSS SAID TO TELL 
HIM HE WAS WELL AND APPRECIATED SENATOR'S INTEREST. 

SANCHEZ 
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